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November 1, 2006

Office of the General Counsel
Federal Election Commuission
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20463

MUR#jcf’Zﬁ/

Dear Sir or Madam:

The Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence (Brady Campaign) hereby files this
complaint against the Gun Owners of America (GOA), a 501(c) (4) corporation located at
8001 Forbes P1., Suite 102, Springfield VA 22151.

Complammant herein, the Brady Campaign, a non-profit 501 (c)(4) corporation, 1s asking
the FEC to mvestigate whether the GOA 1s 1n violation of Federal Election Commission
regulations and Federal Election Campaign Laws, whether the GOA has engaged in
electioneering and whether 1t has made 1llegal in-kind contributions to federal candidates
by expressly advocating the election or defeat of federal candidates to the general public
through 1ts web activities.

The www.GUNOWNERS.ORG website 1s not a password protected website and is
accessible to the general public through the Internet. The undersigned personally
accessed this site without the use of a password on a nearly daily basis since the first
week of October 2006.

The content of the website accessible to the general public, includes the following

1) Information communicating the GOA’s 2006 federal candidate grades in the form

"~ of a voter guide to the general public, through this non-password protected
website. The voter guide contains ratings for nearly all federal candidates for the
U.S. House of Representatives and the U S. Senate (Attachment #1 - Screen shot
of www.GUNOWNERS.ORG website home page. Screen Shot of Voter guide
main page. Examples of the voter guide pages are included. Screen shot of
explanation of candidate ratings. The voter guide 1s available for all 50 states; we
have included sample pages for MO, VA and PA_Copies of the remaining states
are available 1n hard copy and 1n electronic form)

1225 Eye Street, NW, Suite 1100, Washington, DC 20005 * (202) 898-0792 * FAX (202) 371-9615
www bradycampaign.org*www milionmommarch org
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2) Information providing links to its non-password protected website
(www.GUNOWNERS.ORG ) 1n 1ts corporate action alerts which has a
distribution which includes the general public, encouraging readers of the action
alerts to visit 1ts non-password protected website (www.GUNOWNERS.ORG ) to
view the voter guide and vote accordingly and distribute the action alert to others
to others (Attachment #2 — Screen shot of action alerts showing links to Action

- Alert sent by the GOA on October 26).

The action alert, by referring the reader to the voter guide, 1s engaging 1n express
advocacy because 1t contains “words urging action with respect to candidates associated
with a particular issue” as discussed on page 31 of the FEC’s Campaign Guide for
Corporations and Labor Organizations.

In addition, the publicizing of the voter guide on www.GUNOWNERS.ORG constitutes
either an independent expenditure or in-kind contributions to those candidates listed.
Corporations are prohibited from engaging in either type of activity.

We have additional evidence and documentation, mn hard copy and electronic form,
available.

For the reasons stated, Complainant Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence hereby
submuts this Complaint against Respondents Gun Owners of America to the FEC to
determine 1f violations of federal Campaign Laws and Federal Election Commaission
regulations occurred 1n the manner described above and 1f so to take appropriate action

Sincerely,
Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence

By: Chnistopher F. Carr
VP-COO

District of Columbla : SS
Subscribed and Swomn to before me, in my presence,

£

e this_/ _ dayof
a3 athleen L. Brewster, Notary Public, D.C.

— o My commission expires October 14, 2008
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Explanation of Ratings: i

Party Abbreviations:
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Pro~Gun Leader: introduces pro-gun legislation. gf;
Pro-Gun Voter: philosophically sound. ¥
Pro-Gun Compromiser: generally leans our way. K
Leans Our Way: occasionally. ' 4
Leans Anti-Gun: usually against us. ;{:
Anti-Gun Voter: a philosophically committed anti-gunner. A
Anti-Gun Leader' outspoken anti-gun advocate who carries anti-gun I’eg‘ié

Not rated: refused to answer his or her questionnaire; no track recor.d

Candidates were warned in writing that failure to answer survey questions wou:”
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Suby: Congressional Voter's Guide
Date: 10/26/2006 4:00:18 PM Eastern Daylight Time
From Gun_Owners_of America@capwiz mailmanager net

To* nrabites@aol com

Gun Owners of America Releases Congressional Voter Guide
-- Elections will produce tremendous impact on gun owners' rights

Gun Owners of America E-Mail Alert

8001 Forbes Place, Suite 102, Springfield, VA 22151
Phone: 703-321-8585 / FAX: 703-321-8408
http://www.gunowners.org

Thursday, October 26, 2006

With the election less than two weeks away, Gun Owners of America is
doing its best to keep gun owners informed about who is protecting
your rights in the Congress.

As you can imagine, the calls for more gun control have magnified
after the recent spate of school shootings, where several students
and staff were murdered.

GOA spokesmen made TV appearances, not only all over the country, but
in several countries around the globe as well -- defending the right

of good people to defend themselves with firearms. (You will be able

to see some of these TV debates on our website as soon as we finish
getting them processed.)

The anti-gunners are NOT going away, and that is why we need to take
the upcoming election VERY SERIOUSLY.

The upcoming election may well determine the fate of our gun rights
next year. And that is why we are also committed to helping inform
pro-gun voters throughout the country.

Toward that end, Gun Owners of America has provided a valuable
resource to help you on Election Day. GOA's Voter Guide is now
landing in mailboxes around the nation. But the online version of
this guide at http://www.gunowners.org/votetb06.htm is available to
all.

We hope you will make use of this valuable tool and share them with

Friday, October 27, 2006 America Online: NRA BITES
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your family and friends. Please distribute this e-mail far and wide.
Thank you! ) ‘

e e e de e ode e de e e e de de e e e dedede de ke ek do ke ke ke ok

Please do not reply directly to this message, as your reply will
bounce back as undeliverable.

To subscribe to free, low-volume GOA alerts, go to
http://www.gunowners.org/ean.htm on the web. Change of e-mail
address may also be made at that location.

To unsubscribe send a message to
gunowners_list@capwiz.mailmanager.net with the word unsubscribe in
the subject line or use the url below.

Problems, questions or comments? The main GOA e-mail address
goamail@gunowners.org is at your disposal. Please do not add that
address to distribution lists sending more than ten messages per
week or lists associated with issues other than gun rights.

If you no longer wish to receive e-mail from us, please visit
http://capwiz.com/gunowners/Imx/u/?jobid=75909112&queueid=932783601.

Friday, October 27, 2006 America Online: NRA BITES



